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Setting the Record Straight

By GEORGE MEANY

H.H is my pleasure and privilege to greet you

in behalf of the millions of workers who
are members of the American Federation of
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions.

The American Legion and the AFL-CIO
have had friendly relations for years. These
have been wyears crowded with tension, tur-
moil and tragic conflict. In thése turbulent
times our nation has been beset by grave
problems and perils. In this conmection, I
recall that, several months~ago, ‘President
Johnson told the world that the United
States welcomed the fact that “history. and

our own achievement have . . . thrust upon us
the principal respensibility for the protec-
tion of freedom on earth . .. No other peo-

ple, in no other time, has had so great an
opportunity to work and risk for the peace
and freedom of all E.mBEum.,m <
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Text of address by the AFL-CIO president to
the American Legion convention in Portland,
Oregon, August 26,

ordered and prepared by the Moscow-Peip-
ing Axis. It was the Chinese Communists
who launched military assauits against the
peace and freedem of India. The Caribbean
missile crisis, which placed the entire world
on the brink of a nuclear war in October
1962, was the infernal handiwork of Khrush-
chev and his Cuban puppet, Castro.

And today, it is the Chinese - Communist
dictatorship which is the prineipal force for,
violence against Vietnam. That is why our
country is now so deeply engaged in bitter
and costly “work and risk for the peace and

“freedom of all mankind.” I said that the

Chinese Communist dictatorship was the
prineipal, source . of
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on Vietnam

enable its people to set up a government
of their own free choice. This decision was
never carried out because the Communists,
who have been in complete control of North
Vietnam, would never permit a free election
in that territory—no more than Communists
could permit a free election anywhere else.

Instead,  the Ho Chi-minh: dictatorship—
with ‘the help of Moscow and Peiping—set
about to conquer the. entire country. This
Communist campaign of military subversion
and aggression went on for years, The South
Vietnamese government sought relief by
complaining to the International Cemmission
for Supervision and Control in Vietnam.
This commission had been established by the
Geneva Accord. It consisted of representa-
tives from India, Poland, and Canada. It in-
vestigated the complaints and sent its re-
port to the Soviet and British governments
which had co-chaired the Geneva_ Confer-



=awurs Commitment

I tell you nothing new when T say, with
all the convietion and énergy at my com-
mand, that the American trade union move-

Organizations in the pursuit m,sm Support of
the aimg broclaimeqd by President Johnson,

and freedom ? It is an undeniable fact that
despotic &nnweaumiwm.
by violence, have been Tesorting to force of

singly or together, in Partnership op apart—
Whether they were Faseist, Nazi, or Com-
munist—have been the source of catastrophic
violence and war.

World Wa
Hitler Paet, The civil way In Greece wag in~
stigated anq directed by Moscow., It is the
Soviet &oﬁm»ow.m who have heen gwmm»mé.sm
the peace and freedom of Berlin, even ot the
risk of provoking another World War, The

Korean War came ag g result of an attack

r IT wag triggereq by the Stalin-

alm—world domination, These dictatorships, -

em ot TLBvAged ared. Despite
all itg differenceg with the Chinege, the
Boviet Unijon shares responsibility for this
act of destructive aggression: against the
Deople of South Vietnam, Eomnoi could, if
it wanted to, hasten the end of bloodshed
in Vietnam by saying just ope word. That
word would he “Yes” in answer to President
Johnson’s repeated ecalls for negotiating
beace in Vietnam,

Many Misinformed

I have recently come back from an inter-
national trade unjon conference in Amster-
dam, Hollang, I can tel} you' that many peo-
ple in Europe . ang. elsewhere simply do not

about itg origin, our role in it and the vitg]
stake in jtg outcome, It 1S most: important
for the People in our owp country and- the
People of all othep lands that the record be
set straight about the bloody war which the
Communistg have been
against the beople of South Vietnam.” Quy
government, oyy bress, our radio and tele-
vision circuits, aj] informed apnq Patriotie
organizationg should again, and again, and
again speak ong on the facts of the Viet-
namese crigig which, if misunderstood op
Emmrus&oﬁ could leaqd mumi.gE% to a world-

wide nucleap conflagration,

The 1954 Geneva Accord to end the war
in Indo-Ching decided that, for the imme-
diate, there would be 5 divigion of the coun-
try into North s.mp:»:-l:&.; of the 17th

within g year, there woylq be held an elec-
tion within thig entire territory, so ag to

€nce;

Evidence Presented

The QoEEy.mmH.on,m report stressed that it—
and I quote—s a5 come to the conclusion
that , | | there jg evidence to. show that

South, , , | The Committee has come to the
further conclusion that , . . the People’s
Army of Vietnam hag allowed the Zone in
the North to be used for inciting, encourag-
ing ang supporting hostile activities in the
Zone in the South aimed at the overthrow
of the >&E.E.mﬂ.mﬁo= in the South,”

The recorq is clear. Every university pro-

fessor Seeking the trth can see it clearly,

tically the facts brought oyt by the Inter.
national Committee, All >Emumnm=m. and the
rst things fipst,

and People—backed by the United Stateg—
have nevep invaded North Vietnam,

Effective educators, sincere students angd
honest Pacifists can serve the cauge of Peace
only by Supporting, as we of the AFL-CIO
do, the President’s bergistent effortg to
bring an end to the war in <mm»=h5’§no=wr
Meaningfy] negotiations, jf i
through military strength to haj aggres-

( Qe;&:nm&.o: Page 2)
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