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Pacification Aides Complain |
1

Widespread Looting, Ro‘bbery'

i

Are Laid to

gyi;

}Erliggr_’ ‘reasingly to 1

ooting and highway robbery jjof
ofher South Vietnhamese, accofjl-
ing to American
workers  Jdrr=all 8
country. )’
“These work#rs Ll
erimes, muc ¢
the petty or}

\Iex_isted here, will nderm‘me
ipeople’s confidence in the

g
ithe

iemment and in some cases harm
local economies, which are tied ‘

to road transportation. .

“It is worse, .it is definitely
very much worse,” said Henry
-;B. Cushing, the senior American
iprovincial adviser in Quang Ngai, -
ton  South Vietnam's northern :
‘coast.

He continued: “It's the ordi-
nary soldier who sees the local
official doing well, or sees an .
ariny officer getting rich from
U.8. supplies, and he says, ‘I've
never gotten my chance,’ so he
grabs his rifle and he takes it.”

_Mr. Cushing and other officials
also attributed the rise in military ,
¢rime to the general lull in the !
fighting, which has given the
soldiér more time to waste and
made him need more money to;
, spend. !

Two weeks ago, in the Mekong?
| Delta province of Bao Licu, an
| intercity bus was stopped by a
'l group of militiamen. They  took
the passengers’ watches, wallets]
and rings—and a television set—
and then sprayed the bus with
rifie fire. Pive persons were killed !
and as many more wounded, ac-’
cording to American officials in
* the provincial capital. q

In Da Nang last month, a group
of South Vietnamese paratrcopers
similarly stopped a U.S. Army bus
carrying a troupe of South
Korean entertainers and robbed
them of their valuables, a US.:
official there caid. . 8

And.in Quang Ngai, in Mr. Cushr
ing’s_vrovince, an American de-’

M Cong.

von’s T

\ ary crime, and
erican. officers who work with

South Vietnamese : forces
bt that there are any.

hey say that most cases of

way robbery and murder atel |
d by commanders on the
to avoid embarrass-
ment and investigations. - ‘

velcyment officer exvressed fears g
 thal security on Route One north ;
to 'Da Nang would worsen. with
) the ;pullout of the -Americ~ 172
" Division, not because ihe enedd
would have s freer hand, he said,
put because the South Viet-
“namece Second Division would be
‘on the vital highway. ’

1% Pigs Get to Market
A guy will start out for Da
Nang with 20 pigs,” he said,

. “and. hell, he’d make 10 stops

-on the way, and get therc with-
10 pigs left”

| The lawlessness of South Viet-
hamese soldlers in 15 minor

forms is a daily occurrence for j

gany, shopkeepers and business-

- RELERr IS {2 . .
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then., ‘

3 mestaurgng, owners in Saigon
Have %d’%g's's't?’éhles' of ‘soldiers who |
ﬂu‘e, s meal. then left without |
. ‘paylng. Cyclo-cab drivers: who
\ pedal South Vietnam’s most com- |
! mon, form of urban transporta-
" tipn say they do not like to pick !
"up soldiers because they fre-
guently refuse to pay ai the end
of the trip.

The problem is most pro-
nounced in Cambodia, where the
South Vietnamese Army's pres-
ence has already precipitated a
crisis between, the two uneasy,é
allies. :

“They arc looting that country
—just looting it,” said Peter E. &
Brownback, the second highest 7
ranking pacification official for &
Military Region II.-
| “When they've loaded theirsy
i armored personnel carriers, they?ﬁ:

4 nead for home and unload, andy
| turn around and go back/” Mr;‘i;

| Brownback said.
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